This, however, is not the case. It affects the nerves of the head and face almost exclusively. We find it oftener in some of the branches of the fifth pair of nerves than in all the other nerves of the whole body. So true is this, that systematic writers on this disease for a long time recognised and described only four varieties, (see Cooper's Surgical Dictionary,) which they call, 1st. Frontal neuralgia, the seat of which is that branch of the fifth pair which comes out above the socket of the eye, and is spread upon the forehead. 2d. Suborbitary neuralgia, affect- ing that branch of the fifth pair which comes out below the eye, and is spread upon the cheek by the side of the nose. 3d. Maxillary neuralgia, affecting the nerves of the lower jaw, chin This cause is dental irritation.
The fifth pair of nerves supplies the teeth of both the upper and lower jaws. The terminal dental branches are exposed to many sources of irritation from which the other nerves of the body are usually free, such as the contact of the air?of the fluids of the mouth?and of alimentary substances; the influence of dead roots of teeth; pressure from the enlargement of the ends of the roots of teeth, inflammation of the gums, inflammation and suppuration of the sockets, &c., &c.
Neuralgia originating from this cause, may very properly be termed Dental Neuralgia; and the object of this paper is to investigate the pathology and treatment of the disease.
There is no fact, in the history of disease, better known, or more universally admitted, than that the suffering produced by it is often felt in a part distant from that which is the actual seat of the disorder ; the seat of irritation is in one organ, the pain, and often other apparent effects of the irritation, are manifested in another. It has been observed, also, that those who are subject to hysteria, in any of its various forms, or to that vague and undefined disease or state of the system, commonly called "nervousness," are from the great irritability of the whole nervous system peculiarly subject to this disease.
If, therefore, the diseased condition of the teeth and mouth is likely to affect the brain and general nervous system, so as to produce this state of things, it is easy to understand another of the channels through which neuralgia is produced. And no one who will recollect the influence of the pain of tooth-ache, of the loss of sleep, of the deranged digestion, and the opiates and other abominable drugs which are put in the mouth to relieve the pain, will, for a moment, doubt that both brain and nerves are thus affected by the diseased condition of the teeth.
In view of all these facts, it does not seem strange to me that the fifth pair of nerves in some of its branches is more frequently the seat of neuralgia than all the other nerves combined.
Dental irritation is often both the predisposing and the exciting cause, and even when the predisposition arises from some other source?as is often the case?the local irritant which excites and determines the position of the pain is found in the mouth. On examination, it was found that all the grinders in the lower jaw, and two in the upper jaw, were carious. It was very evident that this mass of caries was producing great irritation in the surrounding structures. When the diseased teeth were sounded with a steel instrument, the paroxysm of pain occurred with its usual violence.
We immediately removed the diseased teeth from the lower jaw, and ordered the following: acetate of morphia, one-fourth of a grain; camphor mixture, half an ounce; to be taken as a draught. Also the following aperient: extract of colycinth, six grains; calomel, two grains; to be taken at bed-time.
These measures produced considerable relief, and in the course of a week she had the other diseased teeth removed.
A few months since, we had the satisfaction of hearing that 
